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needed a leader, brought him back. Meanwhile, the
Venetians had renewed hostilities. One after another
the fortresses of the lower Zeta fell into their hands.
Stephen Lazarevic, the King of Servia, intervened as
Balsha's next of kin, and in two campaigns inflicted
severe defeats upon the Venetian armies. Skodra
itself, after a long siege, surrendered to George
Brankovic, his nephew, who was invested by
Lazarevic with the overlordship of the Zeta. The
Venetians recognised him as ruler of the Principality,
and promised to pay him the usual annuity of one
thousand ducats in exchange for the town of Skodra.

But the people were not disposed to admit the
shadowy claims of the phantom King of Servia.
That latter country was for all practical purposes
dependent on the Turk, and Montenegro has never
owned the suzerainty of the Sultan. Accordingly,
Stephen Crnoievic was summoned from Italy, and
had made himself master of the Zeta before his rival
had ever arrived in the Principality. Brankovic
wisely gave way before the superior claims of his
popular competitor. He shortly after succeeded to
the throne of Servia, and left the "Black Prince"
undisturbed. But to mark the complete independence
of their land from the fallen monarchy of Servia, the
people gave to their new ruler the title of Votvode, or
Duke, of the Zeta, a title which is borne to-day by
one of the present Prince's sons.

Stephen Crnoievic, at his succession, found himself
lord of a large expanse of country. The whole of
the present Principality of Montenegro, all the islands
in the Lake of Skodra, and the shores of the Bocche